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Japan’s defeat in World War II, the atomic bomb, and the American Occupation have been 
defining moments in the formation of the country’s postwar identity and sense of place in the 
world. Perhaps more than any other nation, Japan has yet to completely shed its “postwar” 
conscience. After considering Japan’s wartime experience, we will inquire into its complex legacy 
and the political, economic, social, and cultural changes that took place in the transwar and postwar 
periods. What have been the key challenges, dilemmas, and choices made in Japan’s reconstruction 
and reintegration into the global order? How did ordinary Japanese experience these changes? 
Using a wide array of secondary and primary sources, such as government documents, novels, 
letters, and films, this course will explore the many facets of Japan’s postwar experience. 


