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College Access and Intergenerational Mobility 
Abstract:  This paper studies how college admissions 

preferences for low income students affect intergenerational 

earnings mobility. We develop a quantitative model of 

college choice with quality differentiated colleges. We find 

that admissions preferences substantially increase low income 

enrollment in top quality colleges and intergenerational 

earnings mobility. The associated losses of aggregate 

earnings are very small. 
 

All in-person seminars will be held in the Social and Behavioral Sciences Building, Room N603.  

For additional information, contact the seminar organizers: Profs. Chang Liu & Eva Carceles-

Poveda.  Visit our webpage for additional information: stonybrook.edu/economics. 
 

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer. 

   


