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Groupthink, Collective Evil, and the Holocaust

Salvatore Mangione, MD 
 

Seventy-six years after the liberation of Auschwitz the horror 

of the Shoah remains as haunting to mankind as ever, as 

indicated by countless books, documentaries, and 

monographs dedicated to the subject. Recent attention has 

gradually shifted away from “perpetrators” and focused 

instead on the “rescuers” – those few courageous souls who 

chose to risk their lives so that others could live. 

 

As the epitome of altruism for the betterment of mankind 

one would expect physicians to have been both rescuers and 

resisters during the Holocaust. Yet, German doctors were 

the most nazified profession in Hitler’s Reich, with every 

second male physician becoming a party member. In fact, 

many were perpetrators who not only provided “scientific” 

legitimization and manpower to domestic campaigns of 

sterilization and euthanasia, but who themselves 

participated in pseudo-scientific experiments on 

concentration camp prisoners. Hence, the need to revisit the 

topic. 

 
 
Questions? Please e-mail 
Stephen.Post@stonybrookmedicine.edu  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salvatore Mangione, MD, is a clinician-educator 

with a long interest in physical diagnosis, medical 

history, community service and the role of the 

humanities in medicine. His innovative programs 

and engaging teaching style have been recognized 

by multiple teaching awards, and his work has been 

featured in the New York Times, the Los Angeles 

Times, the Wall Street Journal, the BBC, CNN, NPR, 

and Forbes. Dr. Mangione has been an invited 

speaker at many national and international 

meetings, especially in regard to using visual arts to 

teach bedside observation. He is the author of the 

book Secrets in Physical Diagnosis. 
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