Abstract
Study of Dialect Contact and Formation:
A Case Study of Glottal-initial Verbs in Amman, Jordan

Background:

In tandem with Al-Wer’s ongoing Amman Project which discusses the dialect contact and
potential for dialect formation in Amman, Jordan, this study seeks to understand the variance of
conjugation patterns of the glottal-initial verbs ‘akal ‘to eat’ and ‘axad ‘to take’ based on the ethnic
background and generational identity of the individual speaker. This study seeks to isolate a pattern of
linguistic focusing in third-generation Ammani youth vis-a-vis the phonetic shape (xYod; /a:/,/0:/) in
glottal-initial verbs which could corroborate Al-Wehr’s assertion that there is a new emerging vernacular
as opposed to stable variation.

Method:

The bulk of the data collecting portion of this study has involved the recording of natural speech
of Ammani natives. Utilizing the linguistic interview technique no standard script or method has been
used on individual speakers in order to record the most natural of speech. Three main strategies have
been used to elicit the appropriate conjugations of these glottal-initial verbs:

1) Asking the subject about normal, everyday occurrences in his/her life; asking about a moment of fear.
2) Asking two or more participants to discuss subjects which would encourage their usage of the words.
3) Asking participants to conjugate a full paradigm of these verbs in the present imperfect.

Thus, the study has been able to listen for usage both in natural and elicited settings which
allows for better understanding of social and generational values among the third generation Ammani
natives.

Paradigm |, conjugation with /a:/ (in first syllable)

Analysis: 1S b-akol b-axod
Y . 2SM  b-takol b-taxod
A spreadsheet has be created to run the regression of the data 2SF btakli  b-taxdi

gathered. These data have been put into place in Excel, and their details ~ 35M b-yakol  b-yaxod
3SF  b-takol  b-taxod

selected and placed into a pivot table and chart system. This system will ~ 1p b-nakol  b-naxod
allow for any number of variables to be rated against each other. The ;E :‘“’_kk'lu ’;'ta_"‘(’j“
-yaKiu -yaxau
study seeks to interpret the effect of demographics on phonemic usage, y Y
ultimately seeking to understand the social situation of the Ammani Fl’:’ad'g?_!ki?"’”gabtfg:i;”'th foif
youth. 25M  btokil  b-toxid
Using a simple t-test with these averages, the null hypothesis will 2SF  b-tokli  b-toxdi
be tested for its p-value which will statistically analyze the elucidations of oor Lok 2%
e tested for its p-value which will statistically analyze the elucidations of oo | i boroxid
the glottal-initial verbs (Feagin). These data will prove useful in 1P b-nokil  b-noxid

understanding the current linguistic situation present in Amman, aiding ;g E'gi'l"“ E‘E"”;"”
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Al-Wer’s supposition of dialect emergence amidst dialect contact zones.
At right is a chart of Al-Wer’s projected paradigm.

Conclusions:

At call time for abstracts, these data have as of yet not all been tokenized, and so the research is
not yet concluded. However, by the end of 2015, a clearer picture should emerge. Preliminary results
indicate that in addition to the 1S and 3SM variation across Ammani youth, there is an extension of the
pattern to all 24 forms (1, 2, and 3 persons) rather than the original 6.
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