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1.

Sample
Module

Organization of the course

3. American
English
Dialects

1. Language & 2. The History
Linguistics of English

5. African 6. Chicano
American : 7. Teen English

English il

9. American 10. Spanish in 11. Creole
Sign Language the U.S. Languages

4. New York
English

8. Native
American
Languages

12. Language
and Social
Justice




Structure of a module

0. HOW TO STUDY THIS MODULE

1. INTRODUCTION

5. PRACTICE QUIZ

4. READING

3. INVITED LECTURE

2. BASIC NOTIONS AND THEORY

6. DISCUSSION BOARD

Sample of a module
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Week

Contents

Goals

Study
sequence

LIN 200 Language in the U.S Pro.Paca Copas
Spring 2019 Dupertmant of Linguistics

Wask 4
New York English

os to study

Contents of Week 4

Intrc: Bernie Sanders’ accent, sxplained

In-cless lectur=: Amarican English dialocts - Part 2

Tnvited lectur=: Naw York English, by Prof. Kara Backer [Reed Collage}
Resding Nawman (2006) New Yawk Tawk

Resding: Nosowitz (2016) Why there's no such thing as a Brocklyn sccant
Practice quiz: New York English

Dizcuzsion board: New York Englizh

1
3
4
5
[

Goals of Week 4
Once you have finished studying Week 4, you must bz sbls to:
Identify the main classic features of New York English: r-dropping. "aw” vowel, short "2" split etc

Explain why the main classic features of New York Englizh are currently in recession

Define finguistic nations such as “change from above”, “standard”, “non-standard", “sigmetized
variaty” "prestigicus fasture”, ste
izsues surounding the situation of New York Eng|

Account for the sad

Use basic P4 transcriptions.

How to study Week 4
= Attend the in-clazs lecture. ask questions, request for clarifications. Take notes.

Watch the intre. It contsing & non-zpecislized spprosch to the topic of the madule. Take notes

Weatch the invited lecture. Pause as many times a3 you nesd to ke notes, writs down questions Use

the table of contents that appears at the beginning of the videa s 2 guideline for your notes

Do the fws mandtory readings. Take notes and make sure that you have lesmed the content.

0. How to study this module

How ta participate in the Discussion for Week 4

 IFyourname iz in the fallowing it you are a Laader this week Provide & post of 200 wards in direct
connection to the discussion question. SUpport your pinian with the cantents of the madule and our
dlazz Pzt your answer n later than Friday, Februi

g Participation

Stovn ik in discussion

Juliz Gawronska

Barbara Huang

s board
Chong Kang

Eric Lam

e

+  Fyourname is not in the above list, you are = Commontar thiz week_ Frovide a comment of 100
words on any ofthe Lesders’ post. Make sure 1o comment on the Lesder(s) whoss thresd has less
repliss. Pzt your comment no lster than Sunday, February 24, 1:00 pm.

= [Fyou connot access the discussion or i you heve any questions, plesse contact me or any of the TAs

in & timely manner.

Rubric for the Discussion

 Your score will be muttipfied by 2 or 4, depending on your role az commenter cr lesder, respectiveyy.
Exampla: You get 2 points for formatting and 3 paints for content. That makes 5 paints. Your grede
for this discussion will be 10 if you are & commenter or 20 if you re a leader,

T
Balow sxpectations
Ao falls shert of the e,

_|s=iim:  |==  Rubric for
Formatting | contanz several ypaz o a
grammar errors. | fails to cite

bt = discussion
degres P -
o | TEmeeneee (= pQrticipation

contert, or correctorzare | e lin
cétopic e

Video
inserted
using the
YouTube
Mashup on
Blackboard

. Introduction

Bernie Sanders’ New York Accent
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“aw” vowel

r-dropping

Pronunciation of the first
vowel in coffee, office,
daughter, broad, etc.

Lack of pronunciation of

the r in sweater, cheerful,

November, etc.

What is [5] in many dialects
is pronounced as [03].

The r is not pronounced in

the coda of a syllable.

2. Basic notions and theory

Explanation of
notions

- r

spread your

z-,
§

“I'm walking her_e -

“i Mash your words together and

—_— Long Island classic accent

vowels out for the

-

Leaving frookie®

§ rungeddaboud’®

Michael R. Bloomberg
Markowitz ek

Marty President

Borough

Long Island —
Lawn-Guyland
going — goin
here — hea

........

2. Basic notions and theory

Audios, videos,
examples




3. Invited lecture

LIN 200: Language in the USA

Dr. Kara Becker on NYC English

Language in Society 43, 395-420.
doi:10.1017/S0047404514000372

City English

The social motivations of reversal: Raised BouGHT in New York

KARA BECKER

Reed College, Department of Linguistics
3203 SE Woodstock Blvd., Portland OR 97202, US§
kbecker@reed.edu

ABSTRACT

This article presents a variationist analysis of the BOUGHT vowel
City English (NYCE) and finds that it has reversed the trajectq
outlined in Labov (1966). An acoustic analysis of producti
sixty-four native residents of the Lower East Side demonstrate
is lowering in apparent time, a change led by young peopl
Jewish speakers, and the middle classes. A second source o
from perceptions of raised BouGHT gathered from a matched
iment, which highlights an indexical field (Eckert 2008) of so(
for raised BouGHT that comprise a ‘classic New Yorker’ persq
white ethnic New Yorker from the outer boroughs who is me

Language Variation and Change, 26 (2014), 141-168.
© Cambridge University Press, 2014 0954-3945/14 $16.00
doi:10.1017/S0954394514000064

(r) we there yet? The change to rhoticity
in New York City English

KArA BECKER
Reed College

ABSTRACT

Labov (1966, 1972b) described the variable production of coda /r/ in New York
City English (NYCE) as a change in progress from above in the direction of
rhoticity. Since then, scholars have commented on the slow rate of change toward
rhoticity in NYCE and characterized (r) as a superposed feature restricted to formal
speech (Fowler, 1987; Labov, 1994; Labov, Ash, & Boberg, 2006). This study’s

hnicallu di 1 £ 1 fram tho 1 awar Hact Qida of Mank

4. Reading




In the traditional NY English accent...

(1) T or F: “Coffee” is pronounced with the “aw” vowel.

New York

English

(3) The most stereotypical features are stigmatized.

Test your knowledge
of the contents of
this lesson!

Also appears in other American English dialects:

5. Practice quiz  [ORSEIL

In the traditional NY English accent...

(1) TRUE

New York

English

(3) TRUE

Test your knowledge
of the contents of
this lesson!

Also appears in other American English dialects:

5. Practice quiz  [BALEE




s 6. Discussion: New York English

Enabled: Adaptive Release
In the not-so-distant-past, some schools and companies considered that some Mew Yorkers had speech
- problems because of their accent. Even today, you can find workshops for New York accent reduction, which
are advertised as beneficial to improve clarity in speech, so the participant can be understood in their schools,
their workplace and within their community. \What do you think about these workshops? Why do you think these
workshops are specially targeting New Yorkers? Do these workshops have a solid linguistic base? In what
circumstances do you think they are useful or worth the cost?

Please remember:

= Each Leader should open a new thread answering the discussion trigger (200 words) no later than
Friday, February 22, 1:00 pm.

+ Commenters should reply to at least once of the Leaders’ thread {100 words) no later than Sunday,
February 24, 1:00 pm.

6. Discussion board

2.

Grading and
assessment




Discussion boards for large enrollment classes

How does it work in reality?
* Imagine a class with 200 people, and 10 questions for discussion.

* For each discussion board questions there are only 20 “leaders”: 20 full-
fledged short essay-style responses to the discussion board question.

* Remaining 180 students choose one of the leaders’ essays to comment on:
Each leader gets 18 responses to their post.

* Leader can then engage in a meaningful discussion with each respondent,
if their comments seem interesting.

* This avoids the problem of 200 responses each week with just 0-2 answers
to each of them.

* It also allows leaders to get students’ opinion on their post.

Discussion boards for large enroliment classes

Relative ease of grading
* Of course, reading each response is time-consuming.
* |t is participation that matters!

* But there is no need to do it: just scrolling through posts and responses
gives instructor a good idea on how engaged the students are.

* Students-respondents will also notify the instructor if any of the leaders
posts are irrelevant to the topic.
Why “relative”?

* Unfortunately, Blackboard doesn’t allow any automatic grading for
participation in Discussion Boards — some manual labor is involved. But
it’s ok...

’
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What else cannot be automated?

* Grading of Discussion Boards

* Exams
* Exams might have to be conducted on site/exam centers.
* Hard to prevent cheating if done from home!
* Setting a strict time limit might help — but not if there is someone
sitting next to the student or doing an exam for them.
 Grading of exercises
* Multiple choice questions are not an issue, but:
* Grading linguistic problems is!

Sample Homework

African American English sometimes does not

use plural —s: Correct answer:
1. We bought two hundred pound ofish. If there is a
2.1t’s about six mile down the road. measuring

unit, the
standard plural
-s is not used!

3. We caught two hundred cats.
4.They have a lot of animals.

What determined when plural =s is used?

11



Homework Grading

* Option 1: if the question is left as is, it requires a large
number of TAs to look over the answers and verify their
correctness.

* Option 2: reformulate the questions to allow for a very short
and precise answers, which can be matched to the patterns
(using regular expressions, supported on BB) — but that
might not always be possible, and also prevent students
from coming up with creative answers!

* Option 3: keyword-based grading -- again, prevents students
from creative answers, might be misgraded if students utilize
different keywords than predicted.

Data Banks

Some problems are not fully suitable for Blackboard presentation: they
have very specific formatting, tables, etc.

* Hard to deal with complicated formatting in Blackboard/Respondus

* Formatting is not always preserved when importing questions to
Blackboard

* Respondus is not available for Mac

* Any better software that is independent of Blackboard/other learning
management systems?

12



3.

Challenges and
opportunities

Back to LIN 200 “Language in the USA”

Video modules Many recorded and edited — some optional modules
are still to be recorded

Homework problem banks Problems identified, but need to be converted to a
proper format (?)

Multiple choice questions Database created, questions tagged with topics

Supplementary materials  Mostly identified and created

13



Assessment

* LIN 200 has been running as a hybrid since Summer 2018.

* Work on comparison of the outcomes of the in-class version
with the the hybrid version

What made it all possible?

A large team of faculty, graduate students, and
undergraduate students

* Flow of ideas
* Verification of the ideas with former students of LIN 200

* Introducing concepts that might raise the interest level:
memes, YouTube videos, reddit posts from r/BadLinguistics —
UG students are essential!

* Departmental support

14



FAR
BEYOND

LIN 200

Looking into the Future

Changing nature of education
* Cannot keep doing what you’ve always been doing!
* But let’s not sacrifice academic rigor!

Sharing of the materials

* Department level: problems can be given in other introductory linguistics
classes (Human Language, Language and Technology, Sociolinguistics)

* Social Sciences level: the methods developed for online education in one
SBS class can be adopted to other SBS classes — in psychology, sociology,
etc. Ask us how!

* SUNY level: programs in linguistics and social sciences on other campuses.

* Nation level?

15



